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	Sociology of Death and Dying 
Soc 290
Spring 2008



Professor: 
Dr. Kristi Williams

Class Meetings: 
TBA

Office Hours: 
Th 11:00 – 1:00


Classroom:

TBA
Office: 
Bricker 342


E-mail: 

williams.2339@osu.edu
Phone:  
688-3207

Course Description: 


This course provides a sociological overview of death and dying.  Course topics include definitions of death, the demographics of death, social epidemiology, social meanings of death and dying, treatment of the dying and the dead, the process of dying, and grief and bereavement.  By the end of the course, students will have an understanding of: (a) the social distribution and demography of death/mortality, (b) societal and cultural influences on the meaning of death, reactions to death, and the process of dying, (c) significant social problems associated with death and dying (e.g., suicide, euthanasia, AIDS, bio-ethics), (d) the effects of bureaucratic settings and institutional structures (e.g., hospitals, hospice, nursing homes) on the dying and their family members, and (e) major legal and ethical issues associated with death and dying (right to die, informed consent, living will, organ donor programs, etc.).
Required Readings:


(1) Understanding Dying, Death, & Bereavement (2007) by Michael R. Leming and George E. Dickinson, 7th 
      edition, Wadsworth.
(2) Tuesdays with Morrie (1997) by Mitch Albom, Doubleday. (Available in paperback)

(3) Death of a Parent: Transition to a New Adult Identity (2006) by Debra Umberson, Cambridge University 
      Press (Available in paperback).
(4) Selected readings on course web site

Course web site: on carmen.osu.edu


Disability Statement: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/. 

Course Requirements:
(1) Mid-term exam: 35%

(2) Final exam: 35%

(3) Course project: 30%
Exams (70%) There will be two exams: a mid-term and a final. There are two components of each exam: (1) a section that consists primarily of short answer and multiple choice questions and (2) an essay component. A set of likely essay questions will be distributed in class prior to the exam. Each exam constitutes 35% of your grade.

If you miss an exam, you will be permitted to make it up ONLY if ALL of the following three conditions are met: (1) you have a legitimate excuse, like a serious illness, (2) you can document the reason for missing the exam, (3) you contact the instructor by e-mail or phone BEFORE the exam, or as soon as is practically possible thereafter. Make-up exams must be taken within one week of the original exam date and may given in an alternative format.

Class project (30%): There will be one course project.  Students are required to compile a collection of images of death in the media.  This exercise is designed to increase students' awareness of the social definition of death experiences and the attitudes and behaviors that the media fosters toward death.  Sources may include the print media of magazines, newspapers, books—fiction, nonfiction, and children's, and the visual media of television news and entertainment presentations and movies.  Additional information on this assignment is provided on page 3 of the syllabus.  This project will constitute 30% of your final grade.
Attendance: Although attendance does not directly constitute a portion of the course grade, regular attendance is necessary for success in the course. Although lectures generally correspond to the assigned reading topics, additional information is often introduced in lecture that is not included in the assigned reading. 

Extra Credit / Bonus Points: Occasionally, short in-class assignments, group-work, and quizzes will be offered during the lecture portion of the course.  These opportunities are unscheduled and can only be completed during the class in which they are offered (i.e., you must be present to receive credit and there are no opportunities to make these up).  Students completing these assignments will receive a check mark. Each check mark earned adds 1 point to the score of the next exam. 

Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term "academic misconduct" includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct. 

  

Unpaid Fees: Faculty rules specify that students are to have their fees paid by the first day of enrollment for the quarter. [Faculty Rule 3335-9-12].  If you have not paid your fees, you will not be allowed to continue attending class until:

1. your fees are paid, OR 

2. you have met with a Sociology Advisor and Financial Aid and are working to get your fees paid. 

Disposition of Exams and Assignments: ALL EXAMS AND HOMEWORK WILL BE DISCARDED at the end of Winter Quarter 2009. If you have questions about individual grades or your final course grade, please raise them immediately so they can be resolved well before this deadline.

TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNED READINGS


Note:  Readings should be completed PRIOR to the class date on which they are listed as they will be discussed in class that day. The following is only a guide. At times during the quarter, the course may move slightly faster or slower than indicated below. The instructor will inform students of any major deviation from this outline.

1. 3/31 : 
Course Introduction and Psychosocial Epidemiology


2. 4/2: 
Group Differences in Health and Mortality (e.g., sex, race, and socioeconomic status)
Reading:  Cockerham, William C.  2006. “The Social Demography of Health,” Pp. 34-61 in Medical 
                 Sociology, Prentice Hall.  (available on class web site)

3. 4/7: 
Stress, Personality, and Relationships: Impact on Mortality
Reading: Cockerham, William C.  2006. “Social Stress,” Pp. 62-83 in Medical Sociology, Prentice 
   
    Hall. (available on class web site)

4. 4/9:
Defining Death: Social Meanings / Social Construction of Reality
Reading:  Leming and Dickinson, Chapter 1 


5. 4/14: 
Defining Death: Landmark Legal Cases
Reading:  Leming and Dickinson, Chapter 2

6. 4/16:
Views of Social Theorists / Death Socialization
Reading: No Reading


7. 4/21:
Legal and Ethical Aspects of Death
Reading: Leming and Dickinson, Chapter 12 

8. 4/23:  
Religion and Death
Reading: Leming and Dickinson, Chapter 4

9. 4/28:
MIDTERM EXAM

10. 4/30: 
Deliberate Termination of Life: Murder, Suicide, and Capital Punishment
Reading:  Leming and Dickinson, Chapter 9

11. 5/5:
Dealing with Dying: Medical Model
Reading: Leming and Dickinson, Chapter 7

    Albom (1997) Tuesdays with Morrie (pp. 1-31)

12. 5/7:
Dealing with Dying: Euthanasia and Hospice
Reading: Leming and Dickinson, Chapter 8
 
    Albom (1997) Tuesdays with Morrie (pp. 32-61)

13. 5/12:
The Personal Experience of Dying / Stage Theories
Reading: Leming and Dickinson, Chapter 5
  
    Albom (1997) Tuesdays with Morrie (pp. 62-80)

14. 5/14:
Aging and Death
Reading: Leming and Dickinson, Chapter 6

15. 5/19:
Funerals and the Business of Death
Reading: Leming and Dickinson, Chapter 11

16. 5/21: 
Loss and Bereavement: Widowhood
Reading: Umberson, Debra. Death of a Parent: Transition to a New Adult Identity, Chapters 1 and 2       
 
    Leming and Dickinson, Chapter 14
                 COURSE PROJECTS DUE

17. 5/26: 
NO CLASS. Memorial Day Holiday

18. 5/28:
Loss and Bereavement: Death of a Parent in Adulthood
Umberson, Debra. Death of a Parent: Transition to a New Adult Identity, Chapters 3, 4, 8, and 9

19. 6/2: 
Advice to the bereaved and those helping the bereaved
Reading: Leming and Dickinson, Chapter 13

20. 6/4:
Review and Catch Up
FINAL EXAM: Date and time to be announced (See Official University Schedule)

COURSE PROJECT 

IMAGES OF DEATH IN THE MEDIA

GOALS:  

We are exposed to many media deaths each day.  These media portrayals reflect society's attitudes toward death and affect attitudes toward death and the dying.

This assignment is designed to increase awareness of "media death"--of the social definition of death experiences and the attitudes and behaviors that the media fosters toward death. 


The main objective is to compile a collection of death images as they are presented in media forms and to analyze these images using information you learn from the course.

PROCEDURES:

Identify and collect portrayals of death in the media.  Sources may include the print media of magazines, newspapers, books--both fiction and nonfiction, children's books, and comics, and the visual media of television, video, and movies.  

Develop a sheet to summarize your findings.  This sheet will specify particular types of information that you will gather.  Depending on whether you are gathering your information from print or visual media, you may collect information on specific media source; type, cause, and circumstances of death; references to death; response of others to the death; death vocabulary; disposal of the body; social impact of the death; mourning processes; or whether any values were expressed about life or death--e.g., denial of death.  This list is only suggestive.  Develop your own summary page.  Make sure that you include a number of the important issues covered in the lectures and readings.
Following your summary page, you should include the specific examples.  These may include clippings from newspapers, magazines, or other print media; passages or xeroxed visual portrayals from books; transcribed quotations from television news or entertainment shows or written descriptions of visual media portrayals.  Be creative--all media sources are acceptable (e.g., in the past, students have examined graffitti content, tattoos, and cartoons).

The final part of the project is a three page (typed, double-spaced--please number the pages) overview of the project.  This essay should provide a sociological assessment of these images.  For example, describe how the project illustrates denial of death, inequality in death, the social construction of reality, or other concepts explored in our lectures and reading.  Describe how these media images define death and how that definition may affect the attitudes and behaviors of individuals who consume the media source.  Suggest sociological reasons that might explain why the media portray death in this particular way.  An essential aspect of this project is the integration of lecture and reading materials with the analysis of media images.  

SUMMARY:

Materials should be collated and presented in a report binder (Stapled together is fine).  In summary, you should include:

1. A summary page of your findings.

2. Specific examples from the media.

3. A concluding essay about three pages in length (typed, double-spaced).

